
 
 

 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1. The purpose of this report is to seek the Partnership Board’s approval to the 

establishment of a new themed partnership around Older People ie the 50+. 
 
1.2. The Council led the development of ‘Adding Life to Years’- a Strategy for 

Older People, which was approved by the Executive in June 2009. 
 
1.3. The strategy itself was a key action under 2007/08 Corporate Theme 8- 

Improve Services for Vulnerable Adults and Older People. 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION  
 

2.1. That Bracknell Forest Partnership agrees to the establishment of a 
further themed partnership around Older People. 

 
3. REASONS FOR THE RECOMMENDATION  
 
3.1. As part of the development of the strategy, key Council Staff worked with a 

Steering Group compiling of Older People’s stakeholders, namely the PCT, 
BFVA, Bracknell Forest Age Concern, Carers UK, U3A and the Council’s 
Older People’s Champion. This in turn has led the group to recommend that 
the interests of the (remove) Older People could best be achieved through 
the establishment of a themed partnership, focussing on the wide issues 
impacting on Older People using the strategy as a starting point. 

3.2. The Partnership will act as a cross agency reference point, overseeing the 
actions needed within the Older People’s Strategy 

3.3. Adopting a more holistic approach to older people and promoting this ethos 
across all departments and agencies will lead to increased joined up thinking 
and working, potentially improving services and therefore perceptions within 
our older community.    

 
4. SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
Making a difference  
 
4.1. Using the strategy ‘Adding Life to Years’ as the vision for the future of our 

community, it paves the way for Bracknell Forest to become a better place in 
which to live and work and specifically, in which to reside as an older person. 

 
4.2. Whilst the current population of Bracknell Forest is comparatively young, we 

are experiencing a significant rise in the population, with estimates 
suggesting a 20% increase in the number of over 65s in Bracknell Forest 
within 5 years. 

 
4.3. The proposed partnership will be instrumental in our understanding of the 

needs and aspirants of Older People. In managing the actions in the strategy 
and further developments, the partnership will aim to: 

 



• raise awareness of what life after 50 means in the context of 
community cohesion, tackling stereotypes, and age discrimination 

• encourage everyone to recognise and value the contribution of older 
people to the life of the community  

• look at ways in which individuals, the council and its partners, can 
manage this demographic change, in the best interests of older people 
and the whole community  

 
4.4. The proposed themed partnership will result in issues for Older People being 

discussed in one place. This will complement the other themed partnerships. 
 
4.5. The Bracknell Forest Sustainable Community Strategy 2008-14 ‘Living 

Together, Working Together’ has 11 key priorities all of which impinge, to a 
greater or lesser degree, on the lives of our older communities. 

 
4.6. The proposed themed partnership will be able to focus on the range of 

issues that will impact on the lives of older people. In particular there are a 
number of National Indicators which could come under the jurisdiction of this 
partnership as a consequence of the strategy, these are:  
 

NI 005 – Overall/general satisfaction with local area 

NI 006 – Participation in regular volunteering 

NI 008 – Adult participation in sport 

NI 021 – Dealing with local concerns about anti-social behaviour and  

 crime by the local council and police 

NI 041 – Perceptions of drunk or rowdy behaviour as a problem 

NI 120 – All age, all cause, mortality rates 

NI 123 – Stopping smoking 

NI 130 – Social care clients receiving self-direct support per 100,000 

 Population 

NI 135 -   Carers receiving needs assessment or review and a specific  
carer’s service, or advice and information 

NI 136 – People supported to live independently through Social Services 

NI 142 – Percentage of vulnerable people who are supported to maintain  

 independent living 

NI 177 – Local bus and light rail passenger journeys originating in the  

 authority area 

NI 187 – Tackling  fuel poverty – percentage of people receiving income  

  based benefits living in homes with a low energy efficient rating 

 
4.7. In all consultations with older people, transport is a major concern. In 

addition the Transport Partnership is not meeting at the present time. The 
development of this partnership would allow a further focus on this important 
area. 

 
4.8. Draft Terms of Reference are attached as Annexe A to this report. 
 
Membership 
 



4.9. There is considerable support for a themed partnership within the Steering 
Group that supported the development of the strategy. 

 
4.10. Initial thoughts as the membership of an Older People’s Theme Partnership 

are: 
 

Committee Members 

• BFC (Director of Adult Social Care & Health) 

• PCT (Locality Directorate) 

• Older Persons’ Champion 

• Voluntary Sector Forum Representative  

• Senior Citizens Forum Representative 

• BFVA 

• Bracknell Forest Age Concern 

• Thames Valley Police 
 
Advisory Members 

• Leisure / Cultural Staff 

• Housing 

• U3A 

• BFVA 

• BF Homes 

• Transport 

• CAB 

• LINks 

• Equalities & Engagement (Partnership) 

• Carers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact for further information 
 
Glyn Jones 
Director of Adult Social Care & Health 
01344 351458 
glyn.jones@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 

 

 

 
 
 


